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cultural and county home demon­
stration agents have been engaged 
in improving farm home storage 
facilities after an acceptable job 
of food preservation had been done 
by the family. In making visits to 
counties, district agents have work­
ed with county agricultural and 
county home demonstration agents 
in their efforts to facilitate the 
work being done on the farm food 
program. 
The wealth of information re­
leased by the Texas Agricultural 
Experiment Station is useful to 
agents in their work. The teaching 
department of the College cooperat­
ed in helping the Extension Service 
give training to the agents and 
prospective agents. 
The home food program was 
carried to 1,251 communities in 
rural Texas by the 98 county agri­
cultural and home demonstration 
agents. As a result of the assistance 
which the county agents have given 
in this work, 18,543 families im­
proved their diets. Improvements 
were made in the production, pres­
ervation and storage, selection and 
preparation of food and it can 
reasonably be assumed that some 
gains were made in building better 
food habits. These changes were 
made with meats, vegetables, fruits, 
milk, poultry and eggs. The aim of 
the food program has been, as in 
former years, to plan for and pro­
vide the foods needed for a good 
daily diet. The basic means used 
to achieve this aim were the de­
velopment of result demonstrations 
by farm families and the publiciz­
ing of the achievement of these 
demonstrations, in order to in­
fluence others to follow similar pro­
cedures. Extension agents enlisted 
the help of 3,645 local leaders in 
the home production of the family 
food supply. There were 2,970 lead­
ers in food preservation and storage 
and 2,698 in food selection and 
preparation. 
It is clearly evident that the 
usefulness of the county extension 
agents was greatly multiplied by 
the large number of leaders. In ad­
dition to numbers, it is to be remem­
bered that these leaders come from 
all parts of the counties and in­
fluence the practices of most of the 
people with whom they associate. 
County agents, leaders and farm 
people came to a greater realization 
than in former years that the 
nutrition of the farm family de­
pended to a very large extent on 
the food produced, conserved and 
stored at home. With this in mind, 
plans were made to produce, con­
serve and store more food on the 
farm. Assistance was given in 
home production, through method 
demonstrations, with individuals, 
club groups, other groups, through 
c o m m u n i t y  o r  c o u n t y  t r a i n i n g  
schools and by illustrated lectures, 
pictures, newspaper articles, circu­
lar letters, placards and radios. 
While a great deal of progress has 
been made in improving the home 
food situation, it should be remem­
bered that there is still much to be 
desired. 
Farm people are securing many 
home devices which add to the com­
fort and conveniences of the home. 
Mrs. Ezelle Gregory, Home Dem­
o n s t r a t i o n  A g e n t  i n  T a r r a n t  
County is showing a progressive 
club woman the correct way of 
packing food in her deep freeze 
unit. 
Outlook and 
Recommendations 
For 1950 
In counties where the Negro 
population is large enough to 
justify the services of Negro county 
agents, commissioners' courts will 
be contacted in an effort to obtain 
appropriations to finance Exten­
s i o n  w o r k  a m o n g  N e g r o e s  i n  
these counties. Federal and State 
funds will be requested to take 
care of the necessary expansion. 
In counties where appropriations 
for the work is low, efforts will be 
put forth to obtain increased coun­
ty funds to better finance Exten­
sion work. District agents in the 
three districts will be responsible 
for contacting county officials in 
matters pertaining to finances. The 
state leader will contact the state 
director in an effort to secure more 
State and Federal funds to better 
finance Extension work among Ne­
groes. 
Efforts will be made to obtain 
Negro specialists, including 4-H 
Club workers to assist with major 
farm problems. If these services 
are made available, qualified per­
sonnel will be selected or trained 
to fill the positions. 
It is planned that more use be 
made of Extension specialists and 
the Experiment Station Staff at 
A. & M. College in developing and 
executing county Extension pro­
grams. Needs of farm people will 
be made known to A. & M. officials. 
Supervisors will work closely with 
all groups in carrying out their 
functions in improving relations. 
Efforts will be put forth to de­
velop closer relationship with all 
agencies and organizations that 
may assist in helping rural people 
solve their problems. Many agencies 
offer services and facilities that 
will aid greatly in carrying out the 
Extension program. It is planned 
that Extension agents be better 
informed on programs of these 
agencies and urged to cooperate in 
every way possible. 
Efforts will be put forth to make 
the greatest possible use of radio, 
newspapers and other publications 
in keeping the public informed as 
to Extension activities. Contact 
will be made with commissioners' 
courts, civic organization and busi­
ness people will be sought to give 
them information that will enlight­
en them with regard to activities 
and accomplishments of the Ser­
vice. Churches, schools and meet­
ings of various kinds will be in­
formed on Extension activities. 
In order to effectively carry out 
plans, supervisors must be inform­
ed as to their functions in all 
phases of the work. A training 
program for supervisors will be 
conducted throughout the year. 
Training will be done through in­
dividual conferences, staff meet­
ings and supervisory training 
meetings. Supervisors will be sup­
plied with publications on super­
vision to help them better under­
stand their jobs. Specialists and 
other staff members from A. & M. 
College will be requested for one 
day each month to train super­
visors. 
As previously stated, in order 
to effectively carry out plans, super­
visors must be informed as to their 
functions in all phases of the work. 
The initial conference for this 
training was held February 1, 1950 
in the Administration Building, 
Prairie View A. and M. College. 
Attending the conference and 
participating in the discussion were 
the following officials of the Texas 
Extension Service, A. and M. Col­
lege of Texas: G. G. Gibson, direc­
tor; J. D. Prewit, vice director and 
state agent; Miss Gladys Martin, 
vice director for women and state 
home demonstration agent; E. C. 
Martin, assistant state agent; D. 
L. Weddington, executive assistant; 
A. H. Karcher, assistant state 4-H 
club leader and H. H. Williamson, 
assistant director of the federal 
extension service. Members of the 
Headquarters Staff of Negro Ex­
tension Work attending the con­
ference were: W. C. David, state 
leader; M. V. Brown, administra­
tive assistant; Mrs. Pauline R. 
B r o w n ,  s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  
home demonstration agent; J. V. 
Smith, district agent; J. E. Mayo, 
district agent; Miss Myrtle E. Gar­
rett, district home demonstration 
agent and Mrs. Ezelle M. Gregory, 
district home demonstration agent. 
The next training conference is 
scheduled for March 2, 1950. J. L. 
Matthews, administrative assistant, 
Texas Extension Service, will dis­
cuss "Professional Improvement" 
with the Headquarters Staff, Ne­
gro Extension Work. This meeting 
will also be held at Prairie View. 
Plans for 1950 
Emphasize the 
Following Activities 
1. Soil Conservation and improve­
ment. 
2. More efficient production of 
c r o p  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  t h r o u g h  
mechanization and application 
of scientific methods. 
3. Improvement of housing, cloth­
ing, family and community life. 
4. Better health and living con­
ditions. 
5. Assist people to be wiser con-
servers. 
6. More economical judgement in 
marketing and buying. 
7. Production, ureservation, prepa-' 
ration and conservation of 
food for home needs. 
8. Working with the whole fami­
ly as a unit. 
9. Rural organization and leader­
ship development. 
10. Selection and training of per­
sonnel to effectively assist farm 
people in solving their prob­
lems. 
Extension Service 
Host to Agronomists 
Of Haiti 
Guests of the Extension Service 
are Jores Leveque and Georges 
Roux, agronomists from Haiti who 
were awarded in-service training 
grants by the Department of State 
and Department of Agriculture to 
study Extension work in the United 
States as a part of our govern­
ment's policy of scientific, educa­
tional and cultural cooperation with 
Latin American countries. Their 
itinerary includes: Washington, D. 
C., Alabama, Texas, New York City 
and Vermont. During their stay in 
Texas, January 30-April 14, 1950, 
they will spend an approximate 
two-week period at Prairie View 
studying Extension methods and 
organization with the Headquarter 
Staff. Upon the completion of their 
work at Prairie View they will 
work in the following counties: 
Mr. Leveque—Smith, Rusk, Grimes, 
Angelina, Travis and Fort Bend 
counties. Mr. Roux—Harrison, Red 
River, Freestone, Liberty, Guada­
lupe and Fayette counties. These 
counties were selected because of 
the subject matter interests of Mr. 
Leveque and Mr. Roux. 
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Extension Service Survey Reveals the Effect of Shift in Population on the Farm Situation 
The shift of population from 
rural to urban areas has been great 
since the beginning of World War 
II. The decline in the total rural 
population has been in a much 
larger proportion than that of 
farm operators. Many of those who 
left went to larger cities in and out 
of the State. Others moved into 
towns and villages near by. Many of 
these still work on farms for wages 
through day hauls. 
The shift in population has had 
great effects on social activities 
and centralized interest in many 
small communities and neighbor­
hoods. Consolidation of schools has 
also added to the problem. In many 
places the little church or school 
that was at one time the center of 
attraction no longer exists; in­
terest in community organization 
including Extension Service is less 
and local leaders do not respond as 
readily. Interest in 4-H Club work 
among upper teen ages is more 
difficult to maintain. 
Many farm operators who once 
devoted full time to farm work and 
whose families still reside on farms 
obtain additional income from per­
sonal service performed off their 
farms. With some of these people 
who receive the major portion of 
their income from off-the-farm em­
ployment, it is difficult to arouse 
interest in adopting better farm­
ing practices. However, many small 
farm operators who carry out good 
farming practices and have other 
employment off farms are able to 
maintain a good standard of living. 
In many cases homes have been 
greatly improved through building 
repairs and furnishings. 
More than 99 per cent of the 
Negro farm operators are con­
centrated in the Eastern part of 
the State in a section comprising 
less than one-third of the total 
State area. According to the 1945 
Census of Agriculture, there are 
45,950 Negro operated farms in 
Texas, totaling 2,709,558 acres. 
Value of land and buildings owned 
by these farmers is $40,619,153. Of 
these operators 22,024 are owners 
who own a total of 1,300,768 acres. 
Of all operators 39 per cent are on 
farms less than fifty acres, 32 per 
cent of farms are from 50 to 100 
acres in size. 
More than 50 per cent of the 
land in all farms is cultivated crop 
land. About 45 per cent of the land 
is pastured with less than one-half 
of it being woodland pasture. The 
average size of the Negro operated 
farm is 59 acres. Between the 
years of 1940 and 1945 there was a 
Recreation is winning 
the above picture showing 
ern District camp which 
an important part in the Extension program as can be seen by 
adult leaders and i-H club members at play during the North-
was held at Sabine Farms, Marshall, Texas. 
decline of 6,803 Negro farm opera­
tors. However, during this period 
there was a gain of 1,909 in num­
ber of farm owners. The increase 
of total acres owned during this 
period was about in the same pro­
portion as the number of owners. 
As a general thing, most Negro 
operated farms are located in sec­
tions of counties where the land is 
very poor. Much of the fertility of 
the virgin soil has been lost and 
severe erosion has occurred due to 
improper management. Many 
families are on units too small to 
produce sufficiently to supply the 
family needs. These infertile, erod­
ed and small farm units result in 
low income. Where families depend 
on products from these farms for 
their income, living standards are 
very low. 
We find among these people poor 
houses, poor health, poor family 
and community life; people poor­
ly clothed and undernourished, 
poorly educated and dissatisfied. A 
great majority of farms do not 
have such conveniences as running 
water, electricity, telephones or 
automobiles and are not producing 
enough to buy them. The principle 
farm products that are produced 
for market in counties where Ne­
gro agents serve are cotton, pea­
nuts, rice, truck crops, fruit, swine, 
poultry and poultry products, beef 
cattle, dairy products, and timber. 
During recent years Negro farmers 
have shifted to a great extent from 
one-crop cotton production to a 
more diversified kind of farming. 
A large number of Negro farmers 
have switched to mechanized farm­
ing, especially in the use of the 
tractor for cultivation. Many farms 
are too small to justify the use of 
machinery. 
Farm Families Helped 
To Improve their 
Living Conditions 
In carrying on Extension work, 
we engage in a large number of 
activities aimed at helping farm 
people to live better. Results from 
the past year's work show that 
our efforts did pay off in many 
ways, especially in raising the liv­
ing standards of people with whom 
we work. Better rural living can 
be achieved through the economic 
and social well-being of the family, 
better nutrition and more adequate 
health facilities for the home and 
community, better housing, rural 
electrification- and adequate labor 
saving equipment. Improved meth­
ods of conserving natural re­
sources or proper land use, plus a 
farm and home plan will help make 
rural living more satisfying and 
productive. Our Annual Report 
shows that progress is being made 
by the agents in these things. Rural 
people are willing to adopt better 
practices that have been proven by 
This issue of the STANDARD was 
prepared by the Department of 
Extension Service. 
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"Learning to do by doing," is the slogan of these Dallas County Home 
Demonstration Club women as they learn intricate steps in re-upholster­
ing taught by County Home Demonstration Agent Mrs. Ethel Haynes. 
research. They are overcoming their 
prejudices and doubts. 
A definite and comprehensive 
step forward has been made by 
working with the farm family as 
a unit. The family approach to the 
solution of problems has been start­
ed with the planning of the work, 
the recreation, the crops, and the 
development of better farming and 
homemaking and living on the 
farm. Families have been helped to 
make long time plans and to 
establish immediate goals. All mem­
bers of the family are learning to 
discuss the progress made, to ap­
preciate the efforts of each family 
member to cooperate in the achieve­
ment of family goals. The demon­
strations that are selected by family 
members are beginning to be re­
garded as family demonstrations. 
When the mother in the home is 
selected as a garden demonstrator, 
and enrolls as such, she discusses 
it with her family. Each member 
is expected to give his ideas, (ac­
cording to the Texas Food Stand­
ard), and each one makes a con­
tribution to the development of the 
garden demonstration. 
This family approach has made 
a fine contribution to better living 
in Texas. During the year we have 
assisted county workefs in the plan­
ning of whole farm demonstrations 
in nine counties. This has perhaps 
been our most comprehensive ap­
proach to the most complete in­
tegration of agriculture, home dem­
onstration, young adult and 4-H 
Club programs from the standpoint 
of the farm family as a unit. 
Health Activities 
One of the outstanding programs 
that has attracted and obtained 
whole-hearted cooperation from the 
county agents has been the tuber­
culosis program sponsored by the 
Texas Health Department. The 
Texas Health Department has done 
much to diagnose and assist the suf­
ferers of T.B. by sending free of 
cost to the affected persons the ser­
vices that are made available to 
those in need through their clinics. 
These clinics are from two to four 
days duration. A central convenient 
location is selected and adults and 
children for miles and miles come 
and receive the diagnosis free of 
cost. If they are found in need of 
medical services, they are asked to 
consult their family physician who 
directs them the next step to take. 
Thousands and thousands of people 
avail themselves of this service. 
County agents usually take the 
lead in organizing and operating 
these clinics. V. D. clinics are given 
a similar service wherever it is 
found that agents' services are 
needed. Agents are doing much to 
facilitate volunteer community 
health clinics throughout the State 
where Extension has been organiz­
ed. 
The 615 farm families in Ander­
son County emphasized the fact 
that "Personal health is the first 
duty of any individual, because a 
person is of little or no service to 
himself, his home or his community 
unless he is healthy." Something 
The Prairie View Standard 
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was said about health in each meet­
ing that was held during the year. 
A special observance of health 
known as Negro Health Week was 
conducted. At this time the local 
leaders, ministers, doctors and 
teachers cooperated by giving lec­
tures and demonstrations on health 
in general. Vaccinations against 
smallpox, typhoid and diptheria 
were administered to 115 families 
and 390 families were given in­
struction on preventing common 
colds and other diseases. 
Recreation and 
Community Life 
Extension education in recreation 
to develop better individuals and 
stronger families has been em­
phasized in the State in 1949 
through demonstrations with the 
cooperation of the county agricul­
tural and county home demonstra­
tion agents working together to 
meet the needs of these families as 
they grow, expand and contract. 
To encourage the appreciation of 
the value of recreation in the 
family, to encourage family plan­
ning for the best use of leisure time 
and energy and to help the family 
have more fun at home has been 
one of the endeavors of agents in 
improving living conditions of farm 
families. 
In Tarrant County training meet­
ings were conducted in twelve com­
munities where work included ail 
age groups in the family. Attend­
ing these meetings were 375 adults 
and 184 4-H Club members. Two 
goals claimed primary attention 
during the year in presenting this 
training: (1) Plan time for recrea­
tion in individual and family sche­
dules; (2) Plan and provide at 
least three recreational activities 
or games for the entire family. 
In carrying out these goals through 
training meetings, the groups were 
divided into small units with a 
leader who has previously been 
trained in a recreation school con­
ducted on a county-wide basis with 
two 4-H leaders and two adult lead­
ers from each club in attendance. 
Suggestions and training, where 
applicable, given for family recrea­
tion included: quiet games, active 
games, equipment games, singing, 
quiz programs, radio parties, mov­
ies, picnics, hikes, fishing and other 
sports. Each club sponsored a com­
munity recreation day with the en­
tire family participating which in­
cluded a general program, games 
of a type suitable to all age groups 
and a lunch eaten picnic style. Each 
leader was made responsible for 
teaching five new games and six 
new songs during the year at regu­
lar club meetings. All clubs, adult 
and 4-H and county council, in­
cluded as a part of the regular 
program a fifteen minute period 
of recreation. 
Home Improvement 
The farm house usually repre­
sents about 50 per cent of the total 
investment in farm buildings. It 
is often the oldest building. While 
the increased income of the past 
few years has been used more than 
at any time in the past in building 
new or remodeling old homes, there 
are still thousands of Texas farm 
families who cannot yet afford to 
build or remodel. The standards of 
what makes an attractive home 
change with the years as new 
equipment, materials and color 
treatments become available. 
In keeping with the over-all aim 
of the Extension Service to help 
families plan for themselves a 
home which is satisfactory from the 
standpoint of family living without 
incurring considerable expense, the 
This happy group includes two 4-H Club leaders, and U-H Club boys and 
girls who were selected from 2300 club members in Texas to attend the 
Second Regional Camp which was held at A. and I. College, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 
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following phases of home improve­
ment were stressed; refinishing 
walls and woodwork using pleasing 
colors; providing adequate floor 
covering; reseating and upholster­
ing furniture; keeping kitchen 
equipment clean and conveniently 
arranged and screening all out­
side openings. 
With the help of county agents 
and planning groups many families 
were aided in improving their 
homes to the extent that dreary 
looking rooms became attractive at 
only a nominal expense. During 
the year 4,606 families were help­
ed by improving methods of repair­
ing, remodeling or refinishing fur­
niture and furnishings. However, 
some families are able financially 
to spend more for home improve­
ment. Consequently, 1,215 new dwel­
lings were constructed and 1,799 
dwellings remodeled. Among other 
improvements were the installation 
of 414 sewerage systems and 377 
water systems. 
4-H Club Work 
The annual State 4-H Conserva­
tion Camp, an event for approxi­
mately 23,000 boys and girls en­
rolled in Texas 4-K Clubs, was held 
at Prairie View A. & M. College, 
Prairie View, Texas, May 30—June 
2, 1949. 
The 475 delegates were divided 
into eight equal groups with county 
extension agents serving as leaders. 
The program planned with the 
general camp theme: "Better Liv­
ing for a Better World," included 
a daily Flag Raising Ceremony, 
a Citizenship Ceremony, method 
demonstrations, lectures, group dis­
cussions, committee meetings, rec­
reation and community singing. 
"Talent Night," a "Fashion Show," 
"Candlelighting Ceremony" and a 
campus tour were special features 
of the program. Dr. E. B. Evans, 
President, Prairie View A. and M. 
College, extended words of wel­
come to the group .Representatives 
from the Prairie View faculty and 
specialists from the Texas Exten­
sion Service, A. & M. College of 
Texas made contributions to the 
program. 
For many 4-H'ers this was their 
first venture in camp life and the 
participation in public speaking, 
group and panel discussions and as 
presiding officers during the various 
sessions displayed the ability rep­
resentative of the 23,000 4-H Club 
members in Texas. Through train­
ing meetings and other methods 
these delegates have been trained 
and given guidance in leadership 
6y the 98 Extension agents in the 
respective counties in Texas in 
which they serve. 
Homeward bound at the close of 
the camp, 4-H'ers had learned more 
than scientific information. Many 
new friendships, acquaintances and 
pen pals were made during the four 
days at camp. The social atmosphere 
and the spirit of cooperativeness in 
dormitory life will all add to make 
better boys and girls—"Our Lead­
ers of Tomorrow." All these things 
contribute to the development of 
a well rounded 4-H'er for which 
the camp was intended. 
Swine Program 
The most stimulating program 
that has been made available to 
4-H Club boys is the Sears-Roe­
buck Foundation and the Texas Ex­
tension Service swine program. 
Thirty counties in the State have 
this program. The program consists 
of five registered sow pigs and a 
registered boar pig in each of the 
thirty counties. The gilts are bred 
Elroy D. Hyson exhibits his champion boar which won this honor at 
the Southern District Poultry and Swine show. 
District Achievement i-H events were held in the form of Poultry and 
Swine Shows. This proud winner learns a few points from the poultry 
husbandman, A. and M. College; and the Administrative Assistant from 
Prairie View. 
the first year without charge. Any 
other breeding that is done, the 
money goes to the boy who has the 
boar. The boys who receive the sow 
pigs give to the county agent the 
the most select gilt of the litter 
which is given to another boy, 
making an endless pig chain in the 
county. This program has been of 
invaluable assistance to the hun­
dreds of 4-H Club boys and their 
families. This purebred hog pro­
gram has put into the counties 
good blood where cold blooded scrub 
hogs once dominated the hog pic­
ture in the county. More meat is 
easily produced from this blooded 
stock and whether used for home 
use or for the market they make 
the hog industry profitable to the 
4-H Club boys or to the adult 
farmers, or whoever happens to be 
the grower of these animals. The 
specialists of the department have 
been very helpful in meeting with 
agents in giving them up-to-date 
information on the ever changing 
picture of agriculture. The agents 
have in turn been very help­
ful to farmers and their families 
in keeping and bringing them up-
to-date. In a few cases, where their 
time permitted, specialists have 
worked with the families directly. 
Soil Improvement 
The problem of soil improvement 
received special emphasis and in­
terest this year because it is still 
one of our major problems. The 
condition of the soil determines 
the living conditions and standards 
of farmers. If they are to increase 
their income and thereby improve 
their economic status, their soil 
must be continuously improved. 
Winter cover crops, fertilizer and 
the weather were responsible for 
one of the best crop yields in many 
years. In 1950 the work will be 
strengthened in the light of what 
farmers experienced this year due 
to the increase in yield by those 
who followed the recommendations 
of the Extension Service and those 
who took advantage of the assist­
ance offered by the Soil Conserva­
tion Service and the Production and 
Marketing Administration. 
Sterling Malone of the Butler 
community in Freestone County 
planted twenty-three acres of corn. 
He used 5-10-5 fertilizer at the 
rate of approximately two hundred 
pounds per acre on nine acres where 
cotton had been planted following 
a cover crop the year before. Malone 
increased his yield from twenty 
bushels to the acre to approximate­
ly thirty-seven and one-half bushels 
per acre on the nine acres. On the 
remaining fourteen acres of corn 
Malone applied about two hundred 
pounds of 5-10-5 fertilizer in the 
row. When the corn was about knee 
high he side dressed it with 5-10-5, 
because he could not find nitrate 
of soda. His yield on the fourteen 
acres was better than fifty-two 
bushels per acre. Malone stated 
that he could tell to the row at 
night where he side dressed his 
corn. 
Several of Malone's neighbors 
visited his corn demonstration and 
he pointed out to them what made 
the difference in production. Ma­
lone planted Hybrid No. 18 to the 
whole twenty-three acres. A con­
tinued increase in the production 
of corn per acre seems possible 
now that farmers are beginning to 
realize that the fertility of the soil 
is important at all times in crop 
production. 
Family Food Supply 
County agents have worked to­
gether in their efforts to help farm 
families know what it takes to 
make a good diet, plan for pro­
ducing a maximum amount of the 
necessary food on the farm and 
select and use the best means of 
harvesting and storing this food. 
The efforts of both the county agri-
